
 

 

Someone putting Franciscan Kitchen into the Google search bar will see 

our profile as a non-profit organization, a link to our website, a map of our 

location, and 322 Google reviews, meriting a 4.6 star rating. It will also 

show a 4.9 rating for Facebook reviews.  

Here are some recent Google reviews - 

 
a week ago NEW 

Thanks for all you do to feed the homeless community. You are loved! God Bless You 

3 months ago 

Very nice people that treat you good. The food is really good and they give you seconds 

and Kool aid  

2 months ago 

If you are hungry and need a meal this is the place to go. The food is terrific, and their 

volunteers are terrific. 

5 months ago 

Best free food in town matter of fact it's better than some places you pay 

3 months ago 

Always a pleasure to enjoy the meal prepared from the beautiful, dedicated people. 

a year ago 

Great Meal Its only once a Day, but people start gathering early. Some show up as early 

as 10:30am.The meals are great. I know many a person that passes over other FREE 

MEALS, just to get there, for the Noon meal, well worth it. 

Plus they always need new volunteers. Great food 

 

It’s gratifying to get this unsolicited positive feedback that reaffirms what 

our volunteers and staff hear from our guests on a regular basis. To all our 

wonderful volunteers who make this possible - Thank You!  
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Many people would recognize Waterloo in Belgium as the site of 
a famous battle where British and Prussian troops defeated the 
French troops of Napoleon. Among the few that would be able to 
call it home (if only for five years from 1997 - 2002) would be Fa-
ther Steve Banet. It’s one of several interesting details of Father 
Steve’s life. Our newest Board member is a native of Floyds 
Knobs, Indiana whose parents, Odell and Berniece Banet, were 
among the first volunteers that answered the call from Brother 
Jim Fields to help serve meals at the Franciscan Shelter House. 
Father Steve went directly from St. Mary of the Knobs elemen-
tary school to the seminary at St. Meinrad. He was ordained in 
1977, but not before putting his vocation on pause to work 
briefly in banking at First National Bank in Louisville for two years 

(“pursuing fame and fortune,” he says with a smile). 
He resumed his seminary studies at the American Seminary College of Catholic University of Louvain 
in Belgium, to which he would return 20 years later to accept a five-year term as pastor of the English-
speaking Our Lady of Mercy Parish in Brussels and as a faculty member at the American Seminary col-
lege. Father Steve served  pastoral assignments mostly in the Indianapolis area and in Columbus, Indi-
ana for the Archdiocese of Indianapolis from 1977 to his retirement in 2019. He began volunteering 
regularly at the Kitchen with the Thursday crew, jokingly saying he was “guilted into coming back to 
continue the Banet family legacy.” Brothers Mike and Ralph Banet are also regular volunteers. 
Father Steve’s time in Brussels made a lasting impression, not least of all in food appreciation. 
“Belgians take their food very seriously,” he said. Consequently, for his sabbatical in 2009, he spent 
time at two culinary institutions in Tuscany.  
Like many retired priests, Father Steve is regularly called upon to “fill in,” which he graciously does as 
needed, making the rounds at the various parishes in Southern Indiana, as well as the Cathedral of the 
Assumption. “God has blessed me,” he notes with genuine gratitude.  
 
 

Jeremiah Malone joined the Franciscan Kitchen Board last fall, but has 
been a volunteer and supporter of the Kitchen for several years. The St. 
X and U of L graduate is a realtor, mortgage broker, and insurance agent 
with more than 20 years experience in “all things real estate.” The two 
things that have always concerned him are “how someone can go hun-
gry in this country, regardless of race, religion, or social status,” and see-
ing kids come in the kitchen. “It kills me,” he says. 
Jeremiah and his family are members of St. Margaret Mary Church, and 
he is a third degree member of the Knights of Columbus St. Margaret 
Mary Council #15979. He is looking forward to helping us expand our 

exposure among his contacts and to engage others in supporting the Kitchen.   

Welcome New Board Members 
 

Father Steve Banet 

Jeremiah Malone 
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Volunteer Profile -  

Rhonda Shircliff 

 The dedication and joy that  Rhonda Shircliff (pictured with two 

volunteers from Rumpke Waste & Recycling) brings to her ser-

vice arose from a place of sorrow. The Franciscan Kitchen was 

her son Ryan’s favorite place to eat when he was in recovery at 

The Healing Place in 2015-6. When he died, she was inspired to 

help continue the ministry of providing the meal that nourished 

him and made him happy. “He said it was the best lunch and 

loved coming here to eat. I wanted to do my part to make sure 

that others got the chance to have the same enjoyment Ryan 

had.” She started volunteering in 2017, and Fiona Cissell became 

her mentor. Regular Wednesday and Friday volunteers who 

work with the pair jokingly call them Rhi-ona. 

As an Advanced Practice Registered Nurse (APRN) specializing in psychiatric-mental health, Rhonda 

has an understanding and empathy with individuals struggling in their lives. She misses the more fre-

quent interaction that occurred between volunteers and guests when the meal was dine-in. A guest 

at that time told her that “the only time anyone talks to me is when I come here,” an aspect of what 

the Kitchen offers that she feels is  vital.  “I try to engage with guests as much as possible when I 

have the opportunity. It may be one of the more meaningful conversations that person has that 

day,” she says.  

Rhonda’s usually quiet demeanor belies her background and her accomplishments. She is a native of 

Bardstown and attended Bethlehem High School, going on to receive three degrees from the Univer-

sity of Kentucky. She was one of the first people in the state to receive APRN certification in 1990 

and still works two days a week in Elizabethtown in a practice she started there with her husband 

Richard. They are avid sports fans, and embody the amusing duality of a UK - U of L couple’s rivalry. 

She says that serving at the Kitchen is “therapeutic.” With a career in mental health services now 

spanning 33 years, and which includes managing the clinic at Our Lady of Peace, Rhonda has seen 

and heard it all. She is able to keep her practice going, she says, because “I leave it there when I 

close the door.” The guests, volunteers, and staff at the Kitchen are glad that her helpful and calming  

presence found a place to flourish on Preston Street.    

THANK YOU TO ALL THOSE WHO SUPPORTED OUR TRIVIA NIGHT FUNDRAISER ON FEBRUARY 

25! SPONSORS, PLAYERS, BOARD MEMBERS, VOLUNTEERS, AND STAFF PULLING TOGETHER TO 

HELP FEED THE HUNGRY. 
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Anytime a person changes residences, it does feel strange. When I moved into the friary I am in currently, I returned 

to a Cincinnati neighborhood I knew long ago that is now quite different. My introduction to Over-the-Rhine was in 

1981 when I moved to Zacchaeus Friary. When I left in 1983, I knew our neighbors and the rhythm of our street. We 

lived with about eight men without a home, most of whom stayed with us friars a couple of months until they could 

establish residency and become eligible for benefits. Then we helped them establish their own apartment.  

Over-the-Rhine has changed dramatically, from being the poorest neighborhood in Cincinnati to an up-and-coming 

place for young people. A portion of it now has upscale apartments and condos, artisan retailers, boutique shops 

and great small restaurants. But the area around Findlay Market, where Pleasant Street Friary stands, is still a 

place for very mixed incomes. 

Moving back has been a learning experience. I was finishing my prayer time early Sunday morning when I heard a 

person howling in our parking lot. I looked out the window to see a shirtless man in his 30s striking garbage cans, 

hitting himself, shrieking profanities and jumping up and down on red rental bikes in rage. He eventually moved 

down the street, and with the coast clear, I went out for one of my infrequent jogs. 

As I was finishing this jog I began to hear his shrieks again. I started to pray, asking God to give me the right words 

should I see him. I spotted him on the other side of the street, picking up refuse, wrappers and pop cans. After he 

started down his list of obscenities, I shouted across the street, “Good morning!” He seemed startled and respond-

ed with, “Oh, sir, I was not talking to you. Please forgive me.” 

When I approached him, he told me that he was not worth talking to, that he was unforgivable. I remarked that he 

was picking up the garbage and putting it in containers, so he was doing something good for others. He could only 

tell me he was unforgivable, then shriek, howl, yell. I walked silently with him. Familiar with the meltdowns of some 

schizophrenics I lived with at Zacchaeus Friary, I just walked as he shrieked, and silently prayed, giving him space. 

His tone became softer.  

When we parted, I asked if there was anything I could do for him. He said no. My thoughts were of Jesus healing 

the Gerasene demoniac. In this case, healing started with the removal of my fear. I saw the danger, but also saw 

that this man was my brother and needed reminding, as I do, of his real identity in God. Did my silent intervention 

help him, or was he just tired of shouting? I thought of the homeless in Cincinnati who were recently forced to move 

from a place where they had set up camp. I wondered about the many refugees seeking asylum in our country who 

are turned away and sent back to violence, even torture.  

If that were me, I would be shrieking, too. And I thought of the Gerasene neighbors, who after seeing the man 

named Legion fully clothed and of sound mind, asked Jesus to move away from there. Upsetting the way things are, 

restoring a possessed man to becoming a beloved brother, can cause others to see the initiator as strange, as one 

to be expelled himself. I think that in my recent move to Pleasant Street, I, too, am a strange pilgrim. Returning to 

any neighborhood has that bittersweet feel to it. 

I’m glad I have good brothers to be with me in this journey. And I pray for that howling man to find a place that is 

not so strange, where he will find rest in his real identity as God’s beloved. 

Notes from a Friar: Loving the ‘Least of Us’ 

A Franciscan Spirit Blog excerpt by Mark 

Soehner, OFM 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Want to put your hands to work in helping feed the hungry in our community? Click on the 

SignUpGenius button on our website (www.franciscankitchen.org) or our Facebook page and 

select the date and time on the calendar in which you want to volunteer as a cook, preparer, 

or meal server.  If you have a large group or have questions, call Chuck Mattingly at 502-643-

8400.  
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We are grateful to The LEE Initiative for their very generous in-

kind contributions of 15,000 pounds of ground beef and 1,200 

pounds of lamb, which we have been incorporating into our 

meal menus. Founded in 2018 by Chef Edward Lee and Lindsey 

Ofcacek (whose father-in-law Jim is a regular volunteer and 

supporter), the organization is focused on bringing more diver-

sity, equity, sustainability, and compassion to the restaurant 

industry and  redefining what it means to give back to the com-

munity. Thank you for your meaningful support! 

Thank you to our supporters whose gifts 

come in all sizes 

Many wonderful gifts are made through the Donate button on our website but one that stood 

out in January had the following message -  

A donation from 8th grader Leo Feld (3 time FK vol-

unteer) as he makes his Confirmation in February.  

May we all find inspiration from the Holy Spirit that 

has obviously motivated Leo to help serve others.  

Thank you, Leo! May God always bless you. 



Memorial and Honorary Gifts 
(received through February 13) 

In memory of Bill Basham 

Mr. and Mrs. William Hunton 

In memory of Brother Bob Baxter 

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Wheatley 

In memory of Gary Bennett 

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Atkinson 

Howard Bowles 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Harter 

Anthony Perito 

In memory of Fr. Kent Biergans 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Biergans 

In memory of Marion & Flo Bolton 

Mr. and Mrs. James Seeders 

In memory of Bud & Joan Bouchard 

Mr. and Mrs. James Gries 

In memory of Joseph Burton 

Nora Ann Burton 

In memory of Barbara Brutcher 

George Brutcher 

In memory of Richard L. Cashon 

Marsha Cashon 

In honor of Sandy Clark 

Katherine Manger  

In memory of Ray Crider 

Marilyn Crider 

In memory of Leon Dunn 

M. K. Black 

In memory of Jane Elpers 

Vincent Elpers 

In honor of Tom Elpers 

Rose Wetterer  

In memory of Mary Ruth Ernstberger 

Gail Scott 

In memory of Charles & Mary Eva 

Falk and Carol A. Falk 

Alice Falk 

In memory of Joe Fallahay 

Joseph Doug Pohl 

Mr. & Mrs. Roger Roalofs 

In memory of Brother Jim Fields 

Mr. and Mrs. Grant Rice 
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In memory of Louis Ford 

Katherine Ford 

In honor of Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Francis 

& Family 

Michele A. Francis 

In honor of Trish Francis 

Michele A. Francis 

In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Jim Gast and 

Donna Gast 

Mr. and Mrs. William Hunton 

In memory of Fabian Gerstle, OFM and 

George Hellmann, OFM 

Mary Lou Reichert 

In memory of Teddy Marietta  

Gesenhues 

Lucy Giametta 

In memory of Sonny Grantz 

Sharon Niehoff 

In memory of Mary Ann Grose 

Mrs. Mary Ann Grose 

In memory of Robert S. Grose 

Mrs. Mary Ann Grose 

In honor of Ron Hagedorn 

Kristen Celani 

In memory of A. Gray Horton II 

Barbara & Albert Horton Foundation 

In memory of John and Nancy Hyle 

Christopher Hyle 

In memory of Keith Jacobs 

Rosalind Rice 

In memory of Ed & Ruth Jensen 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Jensen III 

In memory of John M. Karibo 

Ed Garber 

Norma Karibo 

Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Poynter 

In honor of Devin & Lizzie Kelly 

Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Lynch 

In honor of Don & Mary Carol Kelly 

Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Lynch 

In honor of Mary Carol Kelly 

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Kelly 

In memory of George Kirchner 

Laura Kirchner 

In memory of Don Koebel Sr. 

Donald Koebel 

In memory of John Koetter 

Janice Koetter 

In memory of Leo C., Eugene M. & Rev. 

Gregory Kollros, OFM Conv 

June Poliseno 

In memory of Charles Kramer 

Jacqueline Kruer 

In memory of Joseph Lee & Anna Lil 

Laemmle 

Mr. and Mrs. James Laemmle 

In memory of Andy Latkovski 

Donna Boone 

In memory of Priscilla Lausterer 

Ronald Grantz  

In memory of Norman & Mary Ann 

Liebert 

Rose M. Blankenship 

In memory of David LiuKonen 

Mr. & Mrs. Barry Jenkins 

In memory of Joyce Lynn 

Michele A. Francis 

Patrick Francis 

In memory of Charlotte Ann Mattingly 

Thomas Mattingly 

In honor of Chuck Mattingly 

Barbara Amy 

Pam Clasby 

Sherrill Dumstorf 

In memory of Patricia McDermott 

Churchill Downs 

Rita Lawrence 

Jamie Terry 

Marvin Stober 



Memorial and Honorary Gifts 
(received through February 13) 

In memory of Jim & Lu Meyer and 

Jim & Jean Hahn 

Mr. and Mrs. David Meyer 

In honor of Lawrence Miller 

Mr. & Mrs. Luke Miller 

In honor of Luke and Anne Miller 

Leslie Landrigan 

In honor of Luke Miller Sr. 

Mr. & Mrs. Luke Miller 

In memory of Libby Mills 

George Anthony Mills 

In honor of Pat Mueller's Birthday 

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Zeillmann 

In memory of Joe Niehaus 

Sharon Ballman 

Amy Clark 

Sue Dossey 

Epiphany Men’s Bible Study Group 

George and Sharon Everett 

James Fitzgibbon 

Martin Ford 

Paul Funke 

Jim and Dottie Gastauer 

Ronald Gossman 

Shirley Griffey 

Mr. and Mrs. Ron Hagedorn 

Cathy Hance 

Barbara Harris 

John Hauschildt 

David Holliger 

David Hyman 

Pamela Leonard 

Ronald McDonald House Charities  

of Kentuckiana 

Stephen Mershon 

Deborah Moessinger 

Larry Monday 

Robert Overberg 

Jim Peterson 

Thomas Phillips 
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In memory of Joe Niehaus (cont.) 

Svetlana Popelinova 

Don & Sheila Reiss 

Gerald Sprangler 

Jay and Julie Stuart 

Jan Tallarigo 

Margaret Tenkman 

Paul Terstegge 

Diane Tobin 

Aaron Williams 

Justin Willman 

Corey Workman 

Margaret Zeller 

In honor of Robert & Fay Niehoff 

Susan Mize 

Patrick Niehoff 

In honor of our children and grandchil-

dren 

Kenneth Noonan 

In memory of Florence & Bunt Parrott 

Mr. and Mrs. James Parrott 

In memory of Charles W. “Chuck”  

Pfeifer 

Richard and Rose Ann Wagner 

In memory of Father Pius Poff 

Mr. & Mrs. John Huber 

In memory of Steve Ragle 

Ruth Ragle 

In memory of Lillian Reckenwald 

D.R. Hartman 

In memory of Skip Reinhart 

Patricia Reinhart 

In memory of James & Dorothy     

Reynolds 

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Nash 

In honor of Francis & Helen Sample 

Mary Ann Smith 

In memory of Laurie Ann Schiavone 

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Schiavone 

 

In honor of Mary Scheiber 

Sherri Adams and Watha Wray 

In memory of Fred Schulten 

Mr. Kurt Schulte 

In memory of Laura Lampke Schwender 

William Schwender 

In memory of James W. Scott 

Ethel Scott 

In memory of Magdalene Sharfenberger & 

Jean Slusher 

Margaret Casper 

In memory of Stephen & Mary Solomon 

William Solomon 

In honor of Gene & Janet Stemmle 

Theresa Hanavan 

In memory of the deceased members of 

our Family 

Mr. and Mrs. Martin Storch 

In memory of John R. Stowe 

Mrs. Lucy Stowe 

In honor of St. Anthony 

Clara Bacallao 

Dr. and Mrs. Phillip McIntosh Jr. 

In memory of Richard "Big Red" Thomas 

Ann & Kathleen Lyons 

In memory of Mary Jo Van Vaklor 

Kathleen Adams 

In memory of Mike and Tom Waskevich 

Anna L. Waskevich 

In memory of Virginia Weber 

Ruth Sweetman 

In memory of Charlie Will 

Mr. and Mrs. William Hunton 

In memory of Adam Winkler 

Richard Raderer 

In memory of Tom & Jim Wood 

Gerladine Wood 

In memory of Floyd and Verona Woosley 

Kathy Stenger  
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Franciscan Kitchen Staff 

Chuck Mattingly  Executive Director Eric Calloway   Maintenance 

Brent Coomes      Business Manager Debbie Clark    Accountant 

Tony Perito           Advancement Marty Ford      Warehouse Manager 

Chip Zaring           Cook  

Jessica Abell Amy DeRenzo Hulbert Jeremiah Malone 

Susan Bolton Mary Carol Kelly Fr. Vincent Petersen 

Fr. Stehen Banet Alice Kimble Gary Roth 

John Hauber Ken Kinderman Br. Jaime Zaragoza 

Leo Hauber Alan Kissel  

   

Franciscan Kitchen Board 

Mailing Address Line 1 

Mailing Address Line 2 

Mailing Address Line 3 

Mailing Address Line 4 

Mailing Address Line 5 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

The Franciscan Kitchen Mission 

In the tradition of St. Francis, 

which recognizes we are all brothers and 

sisters, we are dedicated to providing for 

the nourishment of God's family. 

We will maintain an environment of 

trust and fellowship to build mutual re-

spect and beneficial relationships  with 

our guests, co-workers, suppliers, and 

community. 

These efforts will strengthen our organi-

zation and enable us to provide a much- 

needed service to our community. 


